
 

  
The appropriation of land, water, seeds and natural resources as well as of our knowledge and know-
how for the benefit of certain economic, political and private entities such as multinationals, financial 
institutions, governments or even individuals has become a common phenomenon around the world. 
This phenomenon has led to more migration and poverty in rural and semi-urban areas, and hinders 
the efforts made towards sustainable and prosperous development based on social justice, land 
tenure, family farming and peasant agroecology, human well-being as well as our local food systems 
as part of food sovereignty. 

The rights of communities to secure and to have control over the management of their 

natural resources are constantly being violated. All those who fight for common goods such 

as land, water and biodiversity including farmer seeds are unjustly criminalised. In light of 

this situation, peasant organisations, social movements, human rights defenders especially 

those fighting for economic, social and cultural rights, have committed to fight against this 

scourge alongside communities and to protect both common goods in Western Africa and 

the future of the generations to come. 

To this end, the Global Convergence in the fight for the Earth and Water - West Africa 

is organising the second West African caravan ‘Right to land, water and peasant 

agroecology: a shared fight’. This caravan follows the first one which took place in 

March 2016. 

It aims to contribute to peaceful social change in West Africa, in particular for women and 

young people. On the one hand, this change will be achieved through awareness raising, 

training and community involvement. On the other hand, it will take the form of proposals for 

public policies, agreements, legal texts currently being ratified, drafted or revised in the 

areas of land, farmer seeds, pastoralism, fishing, EPAs, and migration in the ECOWAS area 

to defend our rights in the area of food sovereignty by promoting peasant agroecology which 

is based on human rights and the right to food. 

The Global Convergence for land and water struggles will mobilise its national platforms, 

bringing together organisations and movements from 15 countries in the West Africa region. 

In addition to organising and mobilising its own groups during the caravan, the national 

platforms, and especially, the five countries on the itinerary will also organise activities in 

cities along the way. 



 

The caravan will leave Guinea on 10th November and travel through Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory 

Coast), Ghana and Togo before ending its journey in Benin on 30th November 2018. 

Delegations from the other countries will join the caravan at nearby stops. More than 300 

participants will take part in this event and it will affect 10,000 people. Grassroots 

conferences, marches, film screenings and meetings with local people, communities, 

members of parliament, local politicians and administrative and traditional bodies will be 

organised all along the way.  

The 2nd caravan will end with a forum for women and young people as well as a workshop 

recapping the activities and debates which took place during the trip. The workshop will 

include a final declaration which will be given to the President of ECOWAS along with the 

Green Book.  

Communities, Organisations and Movements involving peasant, farmers and fishers... 

NGOs, Human Rights Groups, Women, Young People: fight for our rights! 

Discover, support and join the caravan along the way ! 

 

 

For more information, contact us: 


